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dormitory for girls in 2009-12, our first TDS 
project. Not only will your donations insure 
that library patrons are free of  rank odors 
wafting through the windows while they read, 
but you have greatly improved the sanitation 
for the boys, and public health in the village 
overall. You are making a difference in their 
lives in ways you could never imagine—
forever. 

Asante sana. Thank you very much for your 
continued support of  TDS and our work for 
the girls and boys in Nyegina and surrounding 
villages of  the Mara Region.

Sincerely,

Kurt Thurmaier
President

ANNUAL REPORT 2015	 PAGE 1

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Rafiki,

Rafiki means friends in Swahili, and I 
greet you in this 2015 as friends of  the girls 
and boys in Nyegina, Tanzania and the 
surrounding villages. The 2015 TDS calendar 
was full of  activity as we worked hard to raise 
the funds to complete construction of  the first 
phase of  the Madaraka Nyerere Library and 
Community Resource Center (LCRC). 

Despite a construction glitch that set us back 
a few months, we made excellent progress 
on the LCRC construction. By the time the 
2015 TDS volunteers and NIU study abroad 
students arrived in June 2015, the exteriors 
were finished and the volunteers could spend 
time painting and prepping the windows 
for the main library building. Construction 
continued through the fall on the interior 
elements, especially electrical. We installed 
both an electric grid connection and also a 
solar lighting system to use as the main energy 
source, holding down operating costs for 
lighting at night.

TDS also seeks to leverage development 
dollars to maximize impact. Your LCRC 
donations helped to construct the first public 
flush toilets in Nyegina, thereby improving 
overall public health. In addition, we co-
constructed the facilities with Nyegina 
Secondary School so that the high school 
boys now have flush toilets for the first time. 
As a bonus, the water connection and septic 
was adjusted so that the boys now can take 
regular showers; this is a “luxury” that was 
introduced to the school when we built the 
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OUR MISSION

To improve the quality of  life of  youth, 

especially girls, in the Mara region by 

supporting improvements to education and 

other community-identified priorities. We 

partner with indigenous organizations in 

Mara, and other supporting organizations, 

to achieve our objectives.
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SPOTLIGHT  ON SAFE WATER

In 2015 TDS assembled a team of  partners 
to help fund Safe Water Mugango (SWM), 
an organization of  women entrepreneurs in 
Mugango, Tanzania, who are manufacturing 
and selling safe, inexpensive, dependable 
water filters. TDS provided funding to 
kickstart the business which has two 
complementary goals: to help address the 
crucial health problem of  safe water access 
and to generate local income. Both of  these 
goals further the TDS mission of  improving 
the quality of  life of  youth, especially girls, in 
the Mara region.    

In the Mara region, as with most of  the rural 
areas of  Tanzania and much of  Africa, the 
lack of  access to clean, safe water is a critical 
and persistent obstacle to improving the daily 
lives of  local people. To be potable, water 
for cooking and drinking must be boiled if  

a reliable filter 
is not available. 
The foraging of  
firewood and 
collection of  water 
for cooking and 
boiling is a labor-
intensive and time-
consuming process, 
typically requiring 
a family member to 
walk long distances 

carrying heavy 
loads. Often it is the 
children in a family 

who must bear this burden, leaving him or her 
with limited time to attend school regularly or 
to study. Most often, girls are given this chore, 
because it is the cultural norm. The result, of  
course, is that girls face disproportionately 
negative educational outcomes. Illness from 

water borne contaminants also contributes to 
high drop-out rates for all students.     

SWM helps to redress these problems by 
manufacturing a local supply of  water filters 
to sell to Mara villagers. The prototype 
of  the filter was developed by Safe Water 
Ceramics of  East Africa, a non-governmental 
organization based in Arusha, Tanzania. 
The filters require no 
energy source, such as 
wood burning, require 
very little maintenance 
and have a five-year 
life-cycle. They are also 
inexpensive, consisting 
of  a kiln-fired ceramic 
filter placed inside a 
plastic bucket with a 
spigot at the bottom. 
SWM was formed by 
a group of  women potters in the village of  
Mugango, south of  Musoma. Their primary 
goal for this business is to earn money to 
educate their children.  

TDS helped launch SWM by purchasing 
$14,000 of  materials and equipment, 
including a kiln to fire the ceramic filters. 
TDS also paid for $9,000 in training and 
professional services, and $2,000 to establish 
an electrical connection at the manufacturing 
site. TDS assembled a team of  partners 
to launch this project. In addition to the 
women of  SWM, TDS worked with Umoja 
wa Maendeleo ya Bukwaya (UMABU), 
Safe Water Ceramics of  East Africa, the 
Development Office of  the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of  Musoma and the DeKalb County 
Homemakers Education Association.

The system uses handmade ceramic 
filters to remove sediment and bacteria 
from local drinking water.

Women in the village of  Mugango started 
the project as a means to provide safe 
drinking water while earning an income 
for their families.
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FINANCIALS

Revenue
	 Personal Donations	 $83,512
	 Organization Donations	 $2,915
	 Events & Program Revenue*	 $47,034
	 Interest & Other Income	 $101

	 Total Revenue	 $133,562

Expenditures
	 Grants for Projects	 $69,338 
	 Programs	 $4,809 
	 Operative & Administrative	 $19,335

	 Total Expenditures	 $93,482

Fund Balance 12/31/2014	 $43,646
Fund Balance 12/31/2015	 $83,726

Change in Fund Balance	 $40,080

Revenue

Personal Donations 62.5%

Organization Donations 2.2%
Events & Program 
Revenue 35.2%

Interest & Other 
Income 0.1%

Expenses

Grants for Projects 74.2%

Programs 5.1%

Operative &  
Administrative 20.7%

*Program revenue of  $23,654 
was for Kili Climb program 
trip taken in January 2016.
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DONOR LIST

Gifts Over $5,000

Luella & Ray Martin
Jeanine & Kurt Thurmaier
Maryellen Krasula

Gifts of  $1,000–$4,999

Brad Ames
Brian Ames
Gwenn & Mike Garmon
Joseph & Mary Jane Walter
Karl & Rose Willmann
Anna & Danny Ames
Nadia Rubaii
Jack & Ellen Cress
Dwight Ink
Kristi & Matt Thurmaier
Tricia DeBoo & Peter Schram
Priscilla Voss
Cynthia Nelson
Dan & Katherine Willoughby
Jeff  & Mary Lu Strack

Gifts of  $500–$999

Roger Amadon
Peter & Stephanie Crist
Patrick & Sandra Dawson
Warren & Mary Jo DeMaio
Lester & Pattee Fletcher 
Diamond

Pat & Steve Faivre
Carol Hinton
Nina Mounts & David 
Valentiner

Linh Nguyen
Mary Lou Reeve
Sharon Tourville
Rosemary Walker
Cathy and Tim Walsh
Carol Forseth
Munna Rubaii
Barbara & Mark Martin
Liz & Mike Jolls

Gifts of  $100–$499

Mark & Jonna Adolphson
Celeste & Tom Ames
John & Marilyn Ames
Richard Ames
Mari Auman
Dana Stover & Doug Baker

Bold indicates TDS Board Member in 2015.

Jim Becklenberg
Dan Biernacki
Dave Blado
Steve Bordwell
Joyce Butcher
Marcia Campbell
Peter Carter
Anthony Chang
Jean Ann Chavez
Mark Ciaccio
Daniel DeBoo
Peggy Douglas
James Eckblad
Leslie Elgood
Mike Engle
Gerhard Eschelbeck
Charles & Geraldine Faivre
David & Rachel Faivre
Marcy Fischer
Alison Garvey
Cheryl Garvey
Kathy & Kevin Garvey
Patricia Garvey
Carol & Chris George
Chad Glenn
Kurt Gollhardt
Donald H. Gosnay
Jenna Gosnay
John Harker
Melissa Henriksen
Jeffrey Hill
Alfred & Virginia Ho
Leslie Hoffman
Natalie Hoffman
Jacqueline Hood
Mark Hoy
Cindy Huffman
Barbara Hulseberg
Charles Jok
Andrew Joshu
Katie Joshu
Maya Kalyanpur
Luette Keegan
Larry & Kim Koelemay
Dean Kruithof
Allison Langdon
Joan Lapham
Christie Lau
Rena Cotsones Marco Lenis
Doug & Judy Lipke
Kathe Makoui
Julie March
Marian Matthews
Dennis & Jane McCarthy
Reba McClanan
Julia Miera
Philip Montgomery

Bill Murat
Nancy Norris
John & Virginia O’Malley
Nancy O’Reilly
Andy Olsen
Jane Downs Ovitz
Jenny Paulus
Marnie & Tony Paulus
Ben Peterson
Elyzabeth Peterson
Nancy Rainwater
Patricia Ramsay
Paula Redman
Molly Robertson-Goodrich
Tony Rogers
Ronny & Veronica Saeman
Debbie Schlinger
David Schram
Julie & Dave Schreiber
Lorraine Scurti
Bob & Lois Self
Caroline Sheahan
Natasha Shulman
Kathy & Ken Spears
Vicky Stein
Bruce & Sue Stillings
Dawn Stillings
Melba Sullivan
Sarah Sullivan
Karla Swiggum
Julie Tanabe
Evelyn Teitelbaum
Paula VonEnde
Alysia Watanabe
Jean Watanabe
Linda Watanabe & Brad 
Mitchell

Rand & Sheree Wilson
Cindy Wuerslin
Donna & Mikel Wyckoff
Clare Zurawski
Stewart Alpert
Pam Brouillard
Caitlin & Eli Cureton
Donna & Tom LaFleur
Kathy Bagley
Cindy & Dick Bailey
Eleen Baumann
Dawn Johnson
Robert Manfredini
Helene Pesche
Bruce & Georgette Rocheleau
Tracey Swanson
Bill & Joanne Martin
Jeff  & Madonna Ames
Al Betley
Mindy & Paul Biedrzycki

Rick & Debbie Boesche
Elizabeth Corrigan
Barbara Eckblad & Steven 
Petrie

Kaye Evans
Ed & Sally Gleason
Don & Urs Gosnay
Carolyn & Kurt Heinrich
Pat Hillegass
Bob & Celia Jolls
Dan & Lisa Nolan
Michael Podolny
Lynn Richards
Ken & Lisa Riley
Al Sellen
Walt & Delie Taylor
 Trojahn
John & Mary Walker
Cindy Williams
Cheryl Jensen & Robert 
Mitchell

Mary Snieckus
Irfan Ahmad
Barbara & Joe Corry
Dawn & Yong Lee
Ed & Priscilla Martin
Craig Olofson
Casey Sheahan
Austin Turney
Aimee Franklin
Betsy & Bob Hall
Daniel Scanlon
Lynne Waldeland
Helen Wertheim
Susanne & Blake Wilson
Julie Candelaria
Cynthia Roubal
Mark & Mary Kay Biernacki
Laura Bowe Wheaton & 
Bradley Wheaton

Valerie Salmons Mark Pritt
Susan White

Gifts of  $1–$99

Judith La Porta
Joe Bustiono
Peggy James
Stacy Nowak
Kathleen Shankman
Agesilaos Vasilopoulos
Ashley Anderson
Nicole Ariola
David DeBoo
Nelisha Gray
Kathy Hathaway



ANNUAL REPORT 2015	 PAGE 6

Jamilyn Hinkle
Beth Lagomarcino
Robert Payne
Kelly Robbins
Brandi Smith
Carla Vanatta
Bonnie Ward
Clayton Roche
Lisa Adkins
Sharon Ames
Jen Carley
Linda Clarkson
Lindsey Engelsman
Emily George
Katie Hufford
Bernice Linder
Beverly Lotz
Holly McCollister
Bryn Namavari
Mike Peddle
Holly Pratt
Richard Sagan
Jim & Lenore Savage
Heidi Ann Kintz Averil 
Schreiber

Chris Shirley
Paul Stewart
Carolyn Svendsen
Estela Torres
Barbara & Curtis Weaver
Kristen S. Borre & James L. 
Wilson

Diane Wright
John & Kimberly Condon

Jean Evans
Liz Machalek
Wendy Rominger
Anita Hill
Holly McKoy
Linda & Robert Saxer
Scott Volding
Leslie Shive
Steve Crick
Albert DeBoo
James & Janice Womack
Taylor Adolphson
Ashley Ahlborn
Rosemary Bangs
Delvadia Bhavshkumar
Justin Broughton
Beverly Burk
Cecil Campfield
Jessamine Chin
Maria Demasters
Judith & Gerald Dettloff
Amy Duggan
Stacy Ertle
Regina Garvey
Jean & Joe Gastiger
Anne & Gary Glenn
Angelo Gonzales
Nagib Gulam
Bradley Hardy
Sarah Holbrook
Cozette & John Jacobs
Marcia Johnson-Blanco
Judy Jordan-Biesele
Charlie Justus

Donations to Tanzania Development Support are tax-deductible charitable contributions. 
TDS is an Illinois-based, volunteer-driven, 501(c)(3) nonprofit. It works to improve the 

quality of  life of  youth, especially girls, in Tanzania’s Mara region by supporting primary 
and secondary school improvements and other community-identified priorities.

Tanzania Development Support 
201 Thornbrook Rd

DeKalb, Illinois 60115
kthur@tdsnfp.org

815.501.2224

Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. Tanzania Development Support, NFP is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.

Janet Kapala
Jonathan Kessler
Polly Kogel
Elizabeth & Richard Magann
Darlene Magic
Jane Mahoney
Nancy McLaughlin
Carol Meyer
Karen Milks
Jaime & Samantha Morales
Case Mrie
Elsa & Tony Nownes
Brenda Ono
Christine Ortega
Patty Pappas
Emily & Jason Paull
Will Paulus
Andrea Ramirez
Ron Record
Denise Roberts
Sue Russell Robert Zerwekh
Nancy Salem
Diane Santiago
Jonathan Schechter
Elizabeth Schott
Todd Simmons
Jerry & Ging Smith
Metta Smith
Rob Smith
Noreen Steiner
Fritz Stillings
Maureen Torres
Tom Veed
Mary White

Linda Wiggins
Evon Williams
Brooke Wilson
Kurt & Amy Woolley
Craig Yamamoto
Jinlu Yu
Carol Zelaya
Lori Zigterman
Giovanna & Tom Jeffries
David & Lynne Smith
Edith & Mark Sutterlin
Max Adolphson
Charlie & Marti Brown
Tom Christ
Laura Levine
Michael Mclaughlin
Birgit Kovacs & Richard 
Gosnay 

Ann & John Engstrom
Carol & Jerrold Zar

Organization & Corporate 
Gifts

The Last Word
First Congregational UCC
Shipfrog Blu Prime
Bank of  America
NIU CAUSE
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church - 
Sycamore

DONOR LIST (CON’T)


